[image: ] Prayers of Intercession
Lord Jesus as we come to you in the quietness, we pause to think of all the signs of your presence with us this week - the smile of a stranger, the taste of a summer fruit, or some comforting words from a friend. Sometimes we are so focussed on how hard life can be and how difficult our calling as disciples seems that we forget to praise and thank you for all the large and small signs of your presence. So now, in the stillness we take that time…
L: Lord, even when it seems really hard
All: Lead us forward, lead us outward, lead us on.
 
Lord, we rejoice that you have called us to be your followers; and more than followers, we are your friends. But we know that with that joy comes responsibility: to take your love into our everyday lives and be witnesses for you wherever you send us. So, we think of those places now and commit them to you.
First, we focus on our homes. Lord, sometimes it’s harder to be your follower at home than outside it. It’s at home that we are so often our worst selves. Forgive us for times when we are grumpy, angry, unhelpful or unkind to those we live with. Help us to share our love for you with those around us by being people of gentleness and kindness. May your Spirit enable us to be peacemakers and faithful carers to all those we live amongst, both in our homes and in our neighbourhoods.
L: Lord, even when it seems really hard
All: Lead us forward, lead us outward, lead us on.
 
Lord, we turn now to our lives outside the home. Lord Jesus, you know that these can sometimes be the hardest places to witness to you. What will our friends, colleagues or the people we meet think of us if we admit to being followers of you? Lord, give us the courage to tell just one person this week about you. We could say where we were on Sunday, offer to pray for them or just be so bubbling over with joy that we have to tell someone. We imagine ourselves in that place now and ask you to show us one person that we could encourage with the good news of your love this week.
L: Lord, even when it seems really hard
All: Lead us forward, lead us outward, lead us on.
 
Lord, we focus now on the wider community. May this church be a beacon of light to those who live and work nearby. Help us to be a place of welcome and security for all who enter our doors. Give us courage to be your witnesses in this neighbourhood. May this church be a place that is talked about for all the right reasons.
L: Lord, even when it seems really hard
All: Lead us forward, lead us outward, lead us on.
 
Lord, we pray for those who are struggling at this time and can’t see a way forward in their life. We pray for those who are sick, those who have just had a difficult diagnosis, those who are anxious or depressed, those whose lives are coming to an end. We pray for those who struggle with addiction or who live in fear. Lord, show us how to be a light to them in the darkness of their current situation. May we be people who listen, hold people’s hands, and care.
L: Lord, even when it seems really hard
All: Lead us forward, lead us outward, lead us on.
 
Lord, as we leave this place of worship today, remind us of something wonderful we have learnt about you. Send us out with a renewed desire to tell others about you, knowing that you go before us and will give us the words to say.
L: Lord, even when it seems really hard
All: Lead us forward, lead us outward, lead us on.
Amen.
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Bible reading for the week

Matthew 9: 37-38

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
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[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]11th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Services and Meetings this week  
[bookmark: _Hlk158661058]Sunday – 9.30am – Our service will be led by Jane Fulford.  Please note that whilst the published preaching plan shows this as a Local Arrangement, due to some rescheduling of other services, Jane has become available and offered to lead this service for us.  
Monday – 4.00 to 5.00pm – Monday Club.  Ages 4-12.  Runs every Monday in term time.  Crafts, Lego, snacks, games, and it’s free!  A responsible adult will need to stay at all times.
                – 7.00 to 7.15pm – Rochford Prayer via Zoom.  Meeting ID 768 0376 1257 Passcode: 8yTeDH. 
Tuesday – 7.30pm – Bible Study.  You are welcome to join us on Zoom.  Meeting ID: 948 2779 0660.  Passcode: 425539.  We are continuing our study of Philippians.
Thursday - 7.30pm - Table Tennis.  Please let Colin and Margaret know if you’re planning to come as there are occasions when they do not meet, so it’s worth checking first.
Friday – 9.30 to 11.30am – Happy Cup Breakfast Club.   Runs every Friday in term time and is for parents/carers with children aged 0 to 5 years.  £2 per family.
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll][bookmark: _Hlk207807926][bookmark: _Hlk194428308][bookmark: _Hlk190023196][bookmark: _Hlk169372503][bookmark: _Hlk149462313][bookmark: _Hlk176843279][bookmark: _Hlk189233450]Forward Notices
Next Sunday – 10.00am – Our service will be led by Rev Agnes.  This will be an All Age Worship service, so please note the later start time.   The church will be open from 09:30 as usual, for tea/coffee.
27 June – 6.00 to 8.00pm – Pizza for Thought 3 – Rev Agnes and Pastor Mike will be leading another in the series for people to ask questions about the Christian faith.  More details to follow closer to the time.
18 July – 4.00 to 6.00pm - Summer Party.  Pastor Mike is planning this and will be very grateful for volunteers to assist on the day.   This event is aimed at reaching out to the families that we have links with, eg through JAM and Monday Club.   We are seeking to welcome them all into the church family!  To book a place, please speak with Pastor Mike, or use this link.
Other Information
Church income was £301.00, which comprises collections, Standing Orders paid directly into the Church account, plus other donations received over the last week.
Community Outreach Pastor update – This week I led three assemblies, looking at the parable of the lost sheep. It is a simple story with a simple message, that God loves us and wants to find us if we are lost. It became one of the most direct assemblies that I have done in terms of a clear message. It also proved to be one of the most challenging, in terms of projectors not working, children not paying attention and a call from a family member just before I started saying that the car had broken down. So do keep praying for the assemblies, I lead three more in two weeks time!
   Tickets for  the summer party are now available, with ten already sold. Please do join us on the 18th July for some bouncy castle fun!   Thanks, Mike Webb
National Month Of Prayer for baby and toddler groups - The theme this year is “Jesus the Good Shepherd”.  Please could you include in your prayers the baby and toddler groups in our circuit and in particular for 'Happy Cup' which we run each Friday at Rochford?
Jesus, you set an example of welcoming children. We ask that our baby and  toddler group ‘Happy Cup’ will shine your light into our local community. May it be a place where families find friendship, support, and a true sense of belonging. Amen. 
[bookmark: _Hlk223975030]Collect – Your Glory, O God, fills heaven and earth and all creation resounds with your praise.   As we rejoice in your presence, may we know your power to save and praise you for your faithfulness, now and for ever; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Thank you from Christian Aid - Thank you for your gifts, acts and prayers during Christian Aid Week 2026. Together, we’ve seen an incredible week of generosity, compassion and community spirit, with supporters across the country coming together to make a difference.
Your support will help communities around the world access the tools, resources and opportunities they need to thrive.  Watch the thank you film.
Our Elderly Friends - Please remember – Shirley, Sylvia, Pat, Gwen and Maureen. 
Other Forward Notices
24 June – 7.45pm – Wholeness & Wellbeing Service at Benfleet Methodist Church.  For more details, please contact the Circuit Office.
4 July – 10.30am to 4.00pm – Bradwell Pilgrimage and Gathering – a day of faith, fellowship, and reflection in the beautiful and historic setting of Bradwell-on-Sea, Essex.

5 July – 4.00pm – Youth Church Day - Worship prepared by young people from the Circuit.  Highlands Methodist Church.  We would really love it if your church members would come to Highlands to be the congregation for the worship which will have been prepared by the young people. Let's see how they would like church!  
12 September – 7.00pm – Folk concert - "‘OUR ATLANTIC ROOTS ’ fuse together poetic lyrics and cinematic instrumentation, creatively presenting a blend of the cultures they are individually from, by merging genres characterized by their country and folk roots". Highlands Methodist Church. Tickets: £5.00 per head, available from: We Got Tickets. Profits will go to the charity Aspirations in Southend.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]Donations
If you would like to donate to the work of Rochford Methodist Church, you can do so from here.  If you want to buy something new, please remember to do so through Easyfundraising. 
To create a Standing Order for Rochford Methodist Church you will need the following details:    A/c Name Rochford Methodist Church; A/c No 90766712; Sort Code 20 79 73.   If you are a taxpayer, please could you contact Bruce Glendenning so that a simple form can be easily filled in.  We can then reclaim tax back on the donations.
You can also donate to the Church by PayPal Giving Fund  
Unsubscribe
You are receiving this email because you asked to be kept up to date with our work.  We hope you find this information of interest.  If you no longer wish to receive these Notices, please let Mike Sims know, and your name will be removed from the mailing list.    
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