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Dates for your diary: 
 

October 
2 Harvest Festival 11am. 
4 Wesley Guild restarts, 8pm 
9 Circuit Service, for accreditation of Margaret Chipendambira and Bob Briant as Local Preachers, 

Trinity, 6pm. 
16 Gift Day and church lunch 
23 Guild Anniversary, Rev Hannah Bucke, 11am 
26 House Group at the Simsõs, finalising service on the 30th, 8pm 
November 
2 Worship Academy at Benfleet MC 
13 Remembrance Sunday service, 10.45am 
 Café Church at Rayleigh, 4pm 
19 Bazaar at the Church 
27 Advent Service of Light, at our church, 4pm 
 Circuit Service for launch of the Night Shelter (which will be starting on 1 December), 

Whittingham Avenue, 3.30pm. 
December 
18 Carol Service, led by Brian Gameson, 4pm 
24 Christingle Service, Worship Leaders, 4pm 
25 Family Christmas Morning Service, 10.30am 

Sunday Services 
There are no evening services, except where shown. Morning services start at 11am. 
 

October 
 

2nd Harvest Festival 
 Sue Hockett 
9th Roy Girling 
16th Rev Phil Warrey (S) with Margaret Chipandambira 
23rd Guild Anniversary 
 Rev Hannah Bucke 
30th House Group 
 

November 
 

6th Rev Phil Warrey 
13th Remembrance Sunday 
 Rev Clifford Newman (at 10.45am) 
20th Rev Brian Gameson 
27th Own Arrangements 
 
Correct as at 7th October but subject to change at short notice. 
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Our partnership with CCR is taking shape really well and we will have news of 
some exciting developments a little later on. I do hope everyone has enjoyed the holi-
day season and feel rested. 

As part of our Summer holiday this year, Bruce and I had the opportunity to visit 
Santiago de Compostella in Spain and the Cathedral where it is said St James' remains 
are kept. 

Hundreds of pilgrims a day arrive having walked in the steps of St James, some 
from France, as Rev Bryan Tolhurst did, across the Spanish mountains, others from 
Portugal and the surrounding areas of Spain. Needless to say pilgrimage was not for 
us!! We were being looked after on a guided tour. 

In the centre of the huge square in front of the Cathedral, pilgrims arrive, kiss the 
central stone bearing the pilgrimsõ emblem and pray, as they wait for their welcome 
service to start in the Cathedral. 

Our guide took us inside and showed us the very elaborate golden sanctuary area 
and the famous incense burner suspended from the ceiling which, during the service, is 
swung from one side to the other of this beautiful building. We were shown a spare 
identical incense burner kept in a side room and we were surprised to see that it was at 
least four feet high, when the suspended one did not appear that large. 

Pilgrims are given a meal and a bed for the night, but originally they were fed in-
side the Cathedral and the incense burner was introduced to disperse the odours that 
percolated through the sanctuary, and the incense burner has become a part of the 
services ever since. We were also able to look around the Museum and wander in the 
atmospheric little streets that surround the centre. 

The following day we travelled on our own back through Portugal and stayed in a 
hotel converted from a Monastery, with its own small Church attached, high in the 
mountains. Sitting in the open cloisters we could hear a choir practice going on late 
into the evening. The restaurant was in the original Monk's kitchen with an enormous 
open chimney in the middle of the high ceiling, open to the night sky, but now glazed 
over of course. 

From the enormous patio area we could look across the lovely garden to the pine 
clad mountains beyond. It was so peaceful, imagining the Monks living there and the 
holiday had been such a wonderful experience. 

Now back to reality. 
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When I Die . .  
You have probably seen copies of a yellow-covered booklet 

around the church and wondered what it is all about. I suggest 
you take a copy home with you and have a look through it - itõs 
free! Itõs not as morbid as it might seem at first and really needs 
an explanation. 

How often have you heard someone say òI want that 
hymn/poem/prayer at my funeraló, or òI want everyone to 
wear bright coloursó, or something similar? The problem is that 
they never write it down and their wishes are never carried out. 

When someone dies, there are 101 things to for the family 
to do in sorting out the estate, registering the death, contacting 
the authorities, etc, . . .and then they find themselves faced with 
organising the funeral with so many things to decide: 

Which hymns? Which readings? What music? Type of coffin? Burial or cremation? 
Simple ceremony or extravagant? What did the deceased do when they were young? Did 
they do something unusual in their lives? 

How much easier would it be for your family if your wishes were all written down, but 
where do you start? None of us wants to recognise our own mortality, and this is why 
some people ônever get round toõ writing a will. In the same way most people donõt want 
to even consider their own funeral. There is so much you might have to think about, so 
much to decide - and where can you keep the information so your funeral is what you 
want it to be like and not one that the family have had to second-guess. 

This is what the booklet is all about. It takes you through all the things that somebody 
has to decide about a funeral and is based on years of experience by ministers who have 
seen what can go wrong (and probably has). You donõt have to complete all the questions 
- just work through the book and answer the ones that matter to you. Then file it 
somewhere where it can be found easily - thereõs no point in saying what you want to 
happen and then hide it where it canõt be found. 

It was originally produced by a church in Wrenbury (Cheshire) and adapted by a 
church in Nantwich, then somehow found itõs way to Rochford. I applied for (and got) 
permission to use it for our own church and community. Virtually all the text was taken 
directly from the original book with minor additions and changes. 

Copies are available in standard or large-print, feel free to take copies to hand round to 
friends and families. It doesn't take long to print more, just let me know when they run 
out. 
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In recent years we have held a very successful Gift Day in aid of HARP on the 
first Sunday in Advent. 

Instead of one Gift Day this year we would challenge each of you to start on 1st 
December building up a bag of goodies day by day - like opening an Advent Calen-
dar, only in reverse. 

For the first three Sundays of Advent (4th to 18th December) our regular collec-
tion box will be moved to the Communion Area for you to put your seven items in 
from the previous week. 

At the end of this article is the standard list of items that HARP need. You are, 
of course, invited to provide gifts of items of personal care or of warm clothing,, as 
well as food. We hope that HARP will be running their £10 Christmas Meal 
scheme, so that any monetary donation will be put towards that. 

We appreciate life is expensive at the moment but even an envelope of small 
change can buy an item of food. 

 

 

This is the list of food and other essential items that we use at The Bradbury Centre. 
Are you able to spare any of these? 
 

Everyday needs: 
Coffee - teabags - sugar - long life milk - powdered milk 
  

Really useful to us: 
1-litre long-life fruit juices - individual cartons of drinks - individually wrapped 
cakes and chocolate biscuits (e.g. Kit Kats, Penguins, Blue Ribands) - crisps/potato 
snacks 
  

Other items we need: 
Tinned food: hot dogs - ham - corned beef - chilli - meatballs - meat curry - soup - 
minced beef - chicken in white sauce - stewed steak - vegetables - Fray Bentos meat 
pies and puddings (not with ale or beer) - tuna - pasta (spaghetti or shapes) - baked 
beans - spaghetti - ravioli - spaghetti Bolognese - beans with sausages - fruit - 
steamed sponge puddings - custard - rice pudding 
 

Other non-perishable items such as: gravy granules - SMASH instant mash - jars 
of cooking sauces - fruit squash - biscuits - mayonnaise - evaporated milk - long life 
whipping cream - crumble mix - batter mix 
  

Other useful items: 
washing powder - washing up liquid - toiletries - towels - clothing - bedding and 
sleeping bags - flasks - hats & gloves 
  

Please do not donate foodstuffs containing alcohol 
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Beware you are not 
swallowed up in books! 
An ounce of love is worth 
a pound of knowledge. 

�-�R�K�Q���:�H�V�O�H�\ 

October is here again, so itõs time for the Guild to start again for the Winter 
session. This year, as ever, there is a wide range of evenings, driven by the four themes 
of the Guild - Devotional; Social; Christian Service and Literary & Cultural. 

Our programme for the next couple of months is as follows: 

October  

4th Devotional Meeting Joan Drummond (from Wesley's Chapel, 
 London) 

11th Pavitt's Puzzles Roy Pavitt 

18th My life in Morris Dancing 'Barney' 

 Guild Anniversary 

22nd Anniversary Dinner Rayleigh Guild invited 

23rd Anniversary Service (11am) Rev Hannah Bucke 

25th Ancient Wonders of Jordan David Clark 

November 

1st Devotional Meeting Noella Hoggard 

8th Quiz Colin Rayner 

17th (Thursday) 'Rock of Ages' (Visit to Palace Theatre) 

22nd Nehemiah Trust Ruth Thorn 

29th Chime Bar practice 

In December, we start our Carol Singing sessions at St Lukes Place, Coachman Court 
and Spa Court. Other venues may also host us - listen out for details. Open to 
anybody who likes a good sing! 

 

All our meetings are open to everybody, whether or not members of our, or any, 
church. 

God punishes us mildly 
by ignoring our prayers 
and severely by 
answering them. 
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